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south alliances of equal development
partnerships with Seoul acting as the ‘pivot’
nation. There is also concern with the
contradiction in the promotion of South
Korea's uniqueness, and the exporting of its
successful development model to countries
which have not experienced the specific
geopolitical and geoeconomic processes of
South Korea.

®  Bridge Vulnerability?

Firstly, bridges can get crossed on,
they can get taken for granted, and they can
get walked on. The same may happen to
states. The paradox being of course that the
bridge nation requires incompatible
neighbours and the constant threat of
conflict in order to maintain its role. In 2000
the Millennium Bridge opened in London
and soon became known as the Wobbly
Bridge. The concern was that the bridge
was structurally insecure and yet the bridge
was, in fact, meant to ‘wobble’ in
accordance with the rhythm and weight of it
customers. This kind of swaying manifested
as diplomatic or even ideological, however,
from side to side, can also unduly stretch
bridge countries, make them isolated,
trusted by all and simultaneously trusted by
no one. This is not the kind of balance or
harmony of contradictions | presume the
South Korean government would want to
encourage. Often the metaphorof the bridge
can also seem problematic. Who built the
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bridge? In whose interests? Where is the
bridge leading? Are we being suspended by
the bridge, not knowing which direction the
bridge is going to swing? Is it a stone
bridge, one that is rooted in history and
inflexible?

Moreover, bridge roles can potentially
be exploited by the larger powers as part of
a traditional alliance as the larger powers
can ‘free ride’ on ‘their’ middle power’s
credibility and ‘nonthreatening” behavior
with strategically important developing
nations. The issues are also likely to also
affect how potential South Korean allies
and recipients respond to ongoing South
Korea commitments. Korea’s bridging role
can be recovered but at the moment is being
suffocated by its need to make a decision to
move closer to China or to the maritime
US-Japan alliance. A bridging role therefore
requires an ability to negotiate what has
been termed the ‘paradox of Asia’
(economic interdependence/military
divergence). More widely, the links between
Korea, Mexico and Turkey, are representing
an alliance of continental ‘bridge nations’
between civilizations in their different parts
of the world. This is an extremely
interesting development that South Korea
can help to cultivate.
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More so, aligning with the country’s vision to revitalize
the Technical and Vocational Education (TVET) through
modernization and expansion of structures and facilities,
adequate training and staff development, KOICA in
collaboration with the Federal Ministry of Education
commenced the establishment of the “Project of Nigeria-
Korea Friendship Institute and Advanced technology” in
Kogi State. This project would produce well-trained and
qualified instructors and would be beneficial for human
resource development and employment.

In the area of agricultural development and poverty
reduction, KOICA has commenced the establishment of a
rice processing centre in Minna, Niger State and cassava
processing centres in Kogi, Enugu and Ogun States. This
however is aimed at improving the living conditions and
generating income for the villagers. The projects include
building infrastructure, providing technical support in
production and marketing to increase value added products.

Furthermore, KOICA’s training programme branded
“KOICA Fellowship Program” supports Nigeria’s Resources
Development (HRD) and plays a critical role in bridging the
gap between Nigeria and developed countries. This however is
aimed at building human capacities for sustainable
development. To this regard, KOICA invites Nigerian
technicians, research and Policy Makers for training and
education in Korea to share Korea’s development experience and
knowledge. They also invite Nigerian officers to study in leading
Korean Universities including AJOU University for Master’s
Degree Programmes in order for them to gain professional /
firsthand information and knowledge that could play a key role
in Nigeria's development after their studies. Since its inception
in Nigeria, KOICA now boasts of over 700 participants who
have received training in Korea through scholarships

o

Agbo Daniel K.
IDC, Nigeria

® Summary/contribution

In this work, my contribution would be in form of advice
rather than criticism. Thus I enjoin the Korea International
Cooperation Agency (KOICA) to continually maintain its
core values of integrity, professionalism, passion and
creativity in promoting strong international, global
connectivity and collaboration for the co-benefits of Korea
and Nigeria in this era of globalization.

Also, it would be pertinent, that KOICA adopts and
strengthens a partnership alliance with other international
donor agencies or states which share the same development
agenda on Vision 20:2020 as well as Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs). For the purpose of clarity,
KOICA in collaboration with the donor agencies that have
keen interest in the development of the country should
partner with the government in those identified sectors that
are begging for urgent attention.

Finally, with due regard to the enormous contributions
of the government of Korea through its aid-run agency,
KOICA in the areas of human resource development,
agriculture, technical training, education and good
governance since its inception in 2008, I advise that greater
percentage of Official Development Assistance to Nigeria
should be directed towards human resource development
rather than construction of infrastructure and provision of
amenities. From my findings, Nigeria needs high capacity
building, sincere leadership/followership re-orientation and
increased human capita development to harness and
efficiently utilize its abundant natural resources for the
growth and development of the country.
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The Bridge Paradox of

Globalization

The endeavor in the pursuit of national development
or sustainable development as the case may be will not
absolute until a nation understands to the in-depth, the
minutiae requirement to be involved with for such
proceedings. Again, it is commonly said that “experience is
the best teacher”; this means that there are much more to be
learnt outside the four walls of the class room and I will like
to say this junction without apology, that there are some
knowledge you will never have or ideas that will never
triggers on your mind until you are opportune to visit and
have a real life experience in such endeavors.

All of the above statements or analogy forms the basis
for my little write-up on the theme of “Bridging” and that
has made me choose to write on the title “The Paradox Of
Globalization”; to make know some hidden secret, first from
my background experience of a developing nation where I
hailed and secondly from the real life experience I am
undergoing in South Korea which can be describe to be a
developed country pursuing sustainable development. I write
this piece from the perspective of a globalised world and try
to itemize the necessary elements of bridging and the
bridging tools that have been and are still in use to integrate
and linkup the developing and the developed. I will not be
able to define some keywords like bridging, development,
institution, partnership and experience because I am limited
at this time and I hope they have been clarified already in the
earlier part of this gazette. I will also give prejudice to
technology because of my background in Information
technology.

Bridges as you already know are used for linking
continents, crossing rivers and valleys, and a kind of road for
easy (fast speed, at reduced time, scalable and efficient)
transportation. For the purpose of development, the concept
of bridging will mean linking or connecting between
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developed and developing world by exchanging ideas, by
mediating and encouraging forms of official and unofficial
partnerships and public diplomacy, either for development
or for sustainable development. However, a question that
needed to be answered in both cases of the developed and
developing nations is what should be the bridging elements
and tools for this process and in this present globalised
world? Globalization is characterized by intense, diverse and
complex integration with a continuous change in the social,
political, economic and other sectors of a nation, between
and among state and non-state actors, therefore element like
information and capacities or capabilities (on knowing what
to do and how to achieve development or its sustainability)
are identified and essential in this case, while education and
technology adoption or innovation will be a tool for such
endeavor.

This therefore brings us to the role and important of
Information Communications Technology (ICT), you may
be thinking how those that relate to economic, social and
political issue or what has ICT got to do with theme of
“bridging”. That is more of the reason why I was interested
in writing this piece to make know that ICT remains a
dominant linkage between and among all sectors and actors
within a nation or/and with the international. Because ICT
is an umbrella term that includes all technologies for the
communication of information and that enable capacities or
capabilities to deliver within the shortest possible time, at
fast speed in scalable dimension with multiple outcome or
productivity. Therefore developing nations needs
partnership in this regard for the adoption and reinvention
in education and technology to suite her local conditions on
theories of resource (human, financial, material)
management, Import Substitution Industrialization (ISI)
and Export Oriented market strategies and other
macroeconomic principles, including international financial
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market management, for a real development endeavor in
this globalised age. Similarly the developed nations, also
needs a big time investment and partnership for research
and development in this regard (education and technology)
to maintain not just the adoption level but move to the
innovation stage of development were all sectors of the
nation enjoys the support of one another by knowledge and
skill management, distribution, utilization and reproduction
(trans-disciplinary, trans-institutional, trans-organizational
and transnational) for real life application and solutions
deployment.

You will not know the secrete of the South Koreans
rapid development until you recognize the importance of
adoption of education and technology for development and
even if a nation achieve development outside this elements
and tools it can be easily eroded within the twinkling of an
eye; when great understanding and investment is not made
in education and technology to enhance national
competitiveness especially in the international financial
market that is characterized with swift and rapid movement

of funds.

My present experiences in South Korea, especially in
the use of technological gargets between and among her
financial institutions and her multinationals also with the
internationals, made me see why the poor developing nation
keeps getting poorer and the rich nations keep getting richer,
and that made me tag this piece “The Paradox of
Globalization”. Though there are much more to be revealed,
but I will like to stop here at the moment because I am really
limited, you may watch out for the continuation on this is
our next gazette. Nevertheless my point remains that,
information, capacities or capabilities are a major bridging
element while education and technology is the tool for such
endeavors to deliver maximally between and among the
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Joshua T. Onifade
IDC, Nigeria

developing and the developed nations for development and
sustainable development respectively. Therefore investment
and partnership in this regard are very essential for bridging
in this present globalised age.
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Bridging the Cameroon:

Korea Business and Trade Relationships

Bridging the Cameroon- Korea Business and Trade
Relationships.

Bridging can be defined as connecting or reducing the
distance between and or to increase cooperation between a
group of people or nations. South Korea is one of the
World’s nations that had move from an aid recipient
country to an aid donor country. It’s among the top ten
giant economies in the world, and this exceeding high
development and growth is all thanks to its capacity
building. Cameroon, blessed with natural resources and has
been termed by many African scholars as “Africa
Miniature”.

It’s of prime importance for Korea with its exceedingly
high level of Human Capacity Building to go into Trade or
Business Partnership in which they will use Human
Resource development in Cameroon in exchange of some of
the natural resources which will be of essence to the Korean
nation. It’s worth mentioning that the Korea-Cameroon
government already had a 25 Years Business Deal. However
the findings point to the critical importance of bridging
leaders being able to identify and articulate common needs
and goals, build trust among stakeholders, manage and
prevent conflict and develop strategic action plans with
agreed outcome, roles and benchmarks for success.

For instance the construction of roads, railways among
others in Cameroon, will facilitates the movement of people
from one city to another, it will facilitate the movement of
farm produce to the market, increase in farmers income since
produce could be easily marketed, increase in savings,
increase in investment which will culminate to economic
growth, the reduction of poverty and an increase in life
expectancy.

M E ofEZ WAlLindd 14

As part of a ‘win-win’ relationship, Korea will exploit
some of Cameroon’s natural resources which it could use to
increase the size and strength of its economy. This will
enhance the flow of capital. Likewise technology could be
exported to Cameroon to enhance mechanize system of
farming which will increase productivity, maximization of
land and the less use of man power since machines will
replace man power. I am not suggesting a Master Servant
relationship. I want to create a business scenario whereby,
both countries should make their terms clear on the
bargaining table. Perfect trade terms between the two
governments will provide the necessary information,
knowledge systems and leadership training to give the
business leaders of both nations the skills they need to
balance the social, economic and environmental components
of their corporations.

Etta Clems A.
IDC, Cameroon
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Korea, Then And Now:

Win-Win With Cameroon

Some years ago only a few number of Africans were in
Korea. It was difficult to find Koreans sitting beside an Africa
on the train or a bus, they usually changed their sits. Only
some will ask, “Where are you from”. We considered their
peculiar acts as “being offensive and racist”. Gradually it we
came to sympathize with them because they were not being
“racist”; having only some basic knowledge about other
cultures. Recently, the situation has changed greatly. Many
are more interested in knowing other nations and Africa.
Economic factors such as increased in trade by Korean
companies has created good relationships with other
economies, which have helped their knowledge about other
nations.

Firstly, Cameroon has a rich cultural heritage. Korea on
her part has a rich culture with not much cultural diversity.
Culture can be used as a means of bridging the two different
nations through the organization of cultural exchange
programs. Aspects such as music, traditional dances,
craftwork and dressing can be major concerns during the
cultural exchange program. These are different cultural
aspects that both countries can be interested in, given that
they both manifest concerns with cultural threats.

Secondly, educational exchange programs will give the
opportunity for Cameroonians to study in a more developed
and sophisticated systems. Korea will be able to identify new
areas of research if they get involved in an exchange program
that would permit students to visit Cameroon.

Thirdly, Korea and Cameroon share the same kind of
political system, a liberal democratic political system where
elections are used to vote in leaders. Nevertheless Korea
enjoys a more stable and transparent system than Cameroon.
Bridging the two systems may give Cameroon the
opportunity to learn a more mature way of playing the
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political game that can enable them move forward to a

positive end.

The recent need for economic globalization has shown
the need for No country to be completely autonomous.
Bridging can give the opportunity for nations to collaborate
and grant each other the support they desire in order to
move forward. Looking at the different aspects mentioned,
there is greater need for Korea and Cameroon to get into
greater cooperation and strengthen the existing ones and
explore the opportunities before them.

Fritz Fonki Amou
former IDC, Cameroon

2014. 7. 1.

2 10:23




M E ofEZ WAlLindd 16

THE GAZETTE

An Alumni Message from Chandra Lal Pandey / Ajou GSIS Global Initiatives(AGI) 16

o ] An Alumni Message
Leter @ | from Chandra Lal Pandey

As an alumnus of GSIS, I remain proud of GSIS. Each
semester, GSIS welcomes an ever increasing number of new
students. I commenced my studies in GSIS in 2007 and
graduated in 2009. The time I expended in GSIS was quite
memorable. Supportive staffs and friendly faculty members
played a pivotal role in helping me adapt to a new society
and prepared me to continue my academic journey. A rich
diversity among graduate students and faculties provided me
an opportunity to think and explore academic pursuit
beyond ‘the box’. Honestly, I miss my days in GSIS and
Korea but I am proud of it because it also became a decisive
factor to pursue my PhD. The interest in teaching was my
passion and the GSIS Calibrated an inexorable appetite for
academic research.

After my graduation, I worked with a research
institute at Hanshin University, Korea from 2009 to early
2010.While I was working in Korea, and thanks to GSIS I
applied for a Phd program in New Zeland where I was
admitted and I commenced and completed my PhD studies
in the Department of Political Science and Public Policy at
Waikato University, New Zealand. I was a university
lecturer at Tribhuvan University in Nepal. Apart from my
PhD, as an active researcher, I have written a number of
refereed articles, published. Recently, Professor Watson and
I co-authored an article and published it in the influential
journal Asian Security. My advice to Ajou GSIS students:
take all the opportunities offered to you and work hard,
practicing your writing and presenting.

Chandra
former NGO, Nepal

Ajou GSIS
Global Initiatives(AGI)

Expansion

of Alumni

Ajou GSIS has been in existence for up to or more
than a decade, this seems to me that Ajou GSIS should have
quite a number of graduates, in various business and works
of life all around the world, and they can be made to
participate in the activities of GSIS so as to support,
complement and project the value of the institution in the
global arena. This will be the experience of the students and
the GSIS as well. It could have some positive effect or impact
to the institution in the following ways. Alumni projects and
supports to GSIS activities including scholarships to
outperforming students and other benefits. Alumni will serve
as a link for student and staffs for information about
opportunities around the world; knowledge based and
experience sharing with students and staffs, business
opportunities and strategies including funding and
technological skill, capacities and capabilities building
avenue and innovation for effectiveness and efficiency.
Avenue for a follow-up of the Ajou GSIS on her student
performance after graduation and to render assistance to
them if needed. ICT based to build on Ajou GSIS/Nubi/
Ajou Globe facebook and social media sites. For effective
communication and for integration of the set involved.
Information on courses/the Gazette/activities/symposiums
disseminated automatically to all three sites

Sites already up

- https://www.facebook.com/ajou.gsis
- https://www.facebook.com/NubiAjou

Joshua T. Onifade
IDC, Nigeria
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o A Journey from Ajou
Letter @

to Gyeongju

‘Namaste’! ¢Hgd3}A|. 2! Hello!

Greetings from Subedi, an Ajou GSIS Alumni from
the Kingdom of Himalayas and the birth place of Lord
Buddha, Nepal.

Unlike most Nepalese students who turn towards the
West for their higher studies, I entered Korea at the age of
33. Easy processing and the cheap tuition fee at Ajou
University compared to the universities in the US and the
UK made my decision easy. Since I wanted to be an expert
in the field of INGOs, I ended up at the department of
NGO Studies at Ajou GSIS. As expected, the earlier days at
the University were not even. Apart from the language bar,
tough competition for scholarships among the international
students, and difficulty in finding part-time jobs were the
initial setbacks.

However, as time elapsed I began to feel more
expedient. Without doubt, much of the credit for this goes
to the GSIS and its director, Mr. Kwon for their persistent
efforts in minimizing our misery, mainly the economic and
psychological. Considering the huge burden of tuition fee, I
wisely opted to compete for GSIS scholarships rather than
looking for part time jobs. Doing so, not only I received
studentships but also became academically sound. As a
result, I graduated with the Presidential award in 2007 and
was provided with full scholarship for my entire Ph.D.
program by Inha University. Moreover, while at Ajou I was
offered several internships in big organizations including

UNESCO and Asia Center for Human Rights.

My Korean language capability and the network I
made during my stay at Ajou landed me several high profile
jobs such as Center Manager at Gimpo Immigrant Center,
and advisory /policy monitoring jobs at City Halls and
Immigration Offices. Upon completing my Ph.D. in

o

International Relations from Inha University, I worked as a
researcher at a research center jointly run by IOM and
Ministry of Justice in South Korea. And most recently, I am
serving as an Assistant Professor at Gyeongju University, a
job that I had dreamt long and performed almost a decade

ago.

Ajou GSIS provided me a background on which I
built my dream. You are the master of your own destiny. To
be successful in Korea, I came out of three things: learn
Korean, form a strong network of people around you, and
execute them at right time. People are nice here, but it’s up
to you to approach them. Without a knock the door will
not be opened, if done, at least you have an answer.

Thakur Subedi
Assistant Professor
Gyeongju University
former NGO, Nepal
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" Interview At Kia Motors

Interview

On March 28th GSIS students visited KIA motors. The
name "Kia" comes from the Sino-Korean words ki (to come
out) and a (which stands for Asia). Students visited KIA
Motors on Friday March 28.th The following questions were
asked and responses from a Kia representative. The
interviewer was Juliet Eko (IDC) Student Representative

Q.1 Good afternoon. Could you please tell us about
yourself?

My name is Lee and I am the public relations officer at KIA
Motors Hwasung plant. I am in charge of receiving visitors
and giving them a tour of the company.

Q.2 KIA Motors was founded in May 1944 and has
grown from making just bicycles and motorcycles to
becoming the world’s 5th largest car manufacturer
producing over 1.4million vehicles a year at 14
manufacturing plants in eight countries. What can you
say is the secret to this huge success?

Actually we are the 5th largest together with HYUNDAL As
per the success, I would say a few factors account for this;
design competitiveness and quality. We hired a German
designer with extraordinary designing skills with the Tiger-
nose grill design for Hyundai and his design reflects Kia’s
corporate ability. We place strict focus on this. Currently we
have a R&D center with HYUNDALI at Namyang to check
our product quality and ensure they are environment-
friendly. We have plans to launch the production of electric
vehicles in the nearest future which ranks us at the 9th

position out of 33 different companies.

o

Q.3 I understand that KIA motors Hason on many
occasions has welcomed Ajou GSIS students to their
premises for various field trips and company tours. I
believe not everyone gets this privilege. What is so special
do you think about Ajou students that you keep hosting
them over and over again?

Actually, anyone who has interest in knowing about our
company and wants to get a tour is free to come. There are
no restrictions, unless of course you are a competitor!
However, I have a good impression about Ajou students
because first of all, I live in Suwon, very close to Ajou
University.

Q.4 Apart from these company tours, what other
programs do Kia motors offer to encourage foreign
students in Korea?

We do field trips and organize programs where we often
invite students and educate them on how to structure their
career paths such that they will be able to work for Kia.

Q.5 KIA operates 3major vehicle assembly plants (the
Hwasung, Sohari and Kwangju facilities) plus R&D
center at Namyang employing over 8000 technicians.
Given the educational and cultural diversity of students at
Ajou GSIS, do they have a chance at KIA motors in terms
of internship and employment opportunities?

Yes of course! Actually we already have had one student from
Ajou University who currently works with us as an engineer.
Also, we offer internship once or twice a year to students.
This is to be confirmed.

2014. 7. 1.
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Interview with Min Seok Song: President of Nubi Ajou Spring Semester 19

Nubi
Interview

Interview with Min Seok Song:
President of Nubi Ajou Spring Semester

Q1. Good morning Mr. Song and welcome to the 25th
edition of the Gazette, spring 2014.could you briefly
introduce yourself?

Thanks for inviting me and for the opportunity to introduce
myself, I am Min Seok Song, president of Nubi for spring
semester 2014, a third year student of the department of
chemical engineering.

Q2.sir, could you let us know what NUBI is all about?

It is a volunteer group in GSIS and the biggest in Campus.
Created in 2008 with more than 60 Korean Students, it
helps build a relationship between International and Korean
students.

Q3. What event do you have today and which other
activities do you have?

We have a picnic at the Nanji Hangang Park. it is an
occasion for our students to meet international students,
prepare some Korean dishes, play some games, walk around
the park and share ideas and cultures. We had activities like
as the Nubi Olympic games,cultural visits to places around
Suwon city and other parts of Korea, many Korean/English
learning classes. Ajou GSIS Facebook page, see below)

Q4. What qualities should a Nubi president have?

I think the President of Nubi should be passionate, be
someone who knows what Nubi philosophy and identity is
all about. I suspended my studies this semester because I
wanted to serve this group.

o

Q5. What are some of the challenges you face?

Organize various activities that will be interesting to the
students of different nationalities, has been my major
challenge. I overcome this by communicating more both with
the Nubi and with international students, and more a one-on-
one relationships. Then organizing more programs the
programs needed by students for Nubi on a more weekly basis.
This in my view is a big motivational factor for the high
turnout in most of our activities like this one of today with
more than 65 students. We need to build on this momentum.

Q6. Do you think you will meet your objectives?

It is good opportunities I meet with both Korean and foreign
students and interact them. Being a part of Nubi also gives
personal satisfaction by interacting with international students.
I equally improve and learn how to write, speak and read the
English language. My skills in speaking, writing and reading
English have improved greatly. However, it’s fun to think of it
this way; we are all learning and interacting together. Thank
you for your time and patience responding to my questions.
Nubi is now building its own identity within the Graduate
School and building its own bridges with International
students, all the best for this awesome team!!

Ndi Divine

IB representative

Min Seok Song
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The New Next Engines of Growth in the 21st Century: Innovating Social Systems 20

Symposium
Message Letter

Behind us are the ideological conflicts of the 20th century. We
are now living in a global village with a diffusion of liberal democracy
and the creation of a market-oriented global system. However trends
have suggested, these politico-economic environmental changes
might also exasperate poverty, inequality, and create an imbalanced
and indiscreet development, which have now become global issues.
When the new Millennium began, the UN Millennium Development
Goals (MDGs) were established for addressing such concerns. These
were scheduled to be completed by 2015. The MDGs emphasize the
role of the developed countries in aiding developing countries, by
supporting fair trade, debt relief, increasing access to affordable and
essential medicines and encouraging technology transfers. As of
2014, progress has undoubtedly been made towards these targets
and goals, and some countries have achieved many of the eight goals,
but others have not. Nevertheless, the MDGs have been a milestone
in global and national development efforts.

Based on an evaluation of the MDGs, the post-2015 agenda was
earnestly formed emerging from the 2010 High-level Plenary Meeting
of the General Assembly of the UN. In May 2013, it released "A New
Global Partnership: Eradicate Poverty and transform economies through
Sustainable Development,” a report which sets out a universal agenda
to deliver on the promise of sustainable development and to eradicate
extreme poverty by 2030. In addition, the outcome of the 2012 Rio+20
Conference on Sustainable Development confirmed a global
development agenda for the post-2015 period, with sustainable
development at its center. Sustainability also implies responsible and
proactive decision-making and innovations that help minimize the
negative impacts or externalities of development, and maintain a
balance between ecological resilience, economic prosperity, political
justice and culture vibrancy, to ensure a desirable planet for all species
for now and for generations in the future.

Bridging nations such as Korea, therefore, also aim not only to
bridge between the developed and developing worlds, but also to
bridge generations.

The New Next Engines of Growth
in the 21st Century:
Innovating Social Systems

With this new global paradigm and change of development
philosophy, many countries are now trying to transform their social
systems and industrial structures, as new growth engines. The new
growth engine is green growth, high-tech industry, knowledge-based
and high value-added industry. Korean government also launched 17
New Growth Engines' in 2009 that is a long-term strategy aimed at
nurturing new industries so as to sustain the Korean economy. The
government has planned to spend more than 13 billion dollars to
foster the new growth engine.

The most fundamental pre-condition for the successful
sustainable development is a conversion of thoughts. The people of
the developed countries try to reduce consumption on goods and
energy. And political leadership in developing countries lays
emphasis and more importance on the basics of human life. From an
intergenerational perspective, we need to form a consensus on how
we effectively manage or even control the needs of current
generations without reducing the capacity for our future generation's
need.

Based on these basic changes of thoughts and harmony, we
could ensure inevitable success in innovating social systems and
shifting economic structures. Ajou GSIS students will surely play a
part in this, and | wish you all the success for your future studies on
these issues, and your future careers.

Lee Kee-woo
Visiting Professor, GSIS, Ajou University and former Korean
Diplomat at Embassies in the US, Russia, Canada, Brazil and China.
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New Growth Engines: Innovating Social Systems and Beyond the MDGs? 21

Symposium
Report

This semester's symposium was held on Friday May 23rd
2014. The theme was on new engines of growth, innovating social
systems and the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). The invited
keynote speaker was Ajou Visiting Professor Lee, Ki-woo who has
worked for the South Korean Ministry of Defense and at Korean
Embassies in Brazil and Russia. Professors Lee's speech is edited and
reprinted here. The focus of the symposium was to determine how to
best adopt resilient new growth strategies for the post-MDG era and
identifying what these strategies might or would consist of. In the
aftermath of the 2008 global financial crisis, and as the world
economy is now readjusting, there is a new interest in tackling
problems of development and economic risk for economies living
with uncertainty/inequality. For some writers, inequality is creating
its own specific form of risk to social systems, and this has led to
interest in creating adaptive societies with the ability to absorb and
in effect ‘bounce back’ from shocks such as the crisis.

The Question what is growth or what development is actually
for? What is the point, Happiness? a distinction is made between
growth and development. Social development and sustainable
development approaches have gained popularity for quite some time
now. One obvious question is, were the MDGs successful or not?
Billions of people have clearly been lifted out of extreme poverty,
and disease rates, have globally dropped through a myriad of
intensive if not routine vaccination programs. But was this all due to
the MDGs, or was it due to the rise of the emerging powers/middle
income countries, or both? Would this result have happened anyway
due to other forms of aid, trade and investments? Lots of ‘or’s,
evidently, and might things have been even better without the MDG
targets in any case, because badly attuned or abstract targets can
use up scarce resources and can become fossilized, particularly in an
age with newer technologies, and therefore unable to generate
adaptive social systems, merely building and creating bigger
bureaucracies. Might resources have been used more effectively?
Were the individual MDG's inconsistent in any case? Can you lift
people out of poverty, and protect the environment, or put resources
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into long term education for children, which requires taxation and a
redistribution of resources which crowds out local businesses?
Counter-factual history is not relevant to the millions of people still
waiting to be lifted out of poverty either from the MDGs or from
trade liberalization. So the question remains, what now comes next
after 2015, is it more MDGs or more sustainable development target,
with different goals but with similar models and mindsets? Might we
therefore still be having the debates about Bill Gates and his
mosquito nets and William Easterly and his searchers for many years
to come?

But now, for the papers.

Firstly, papers presented by Terence and Stephen focused on
the impact of the MDGs on local communities. Both papers
questioned the "targets’ approach by focusing on developing
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). There was also more
skepticism shown with relying on aggregated data, and lessons for
aid agencies. They focused on immunization programs as routine for
indigenous groups and the role of USAID. As discussant, Keila
Mohammed responded, making comparisons with Egypt, and
attending to issues as to why indigenous people are marginalized,
and whether immunization has connotations with regard to birth
rates and demographics, and perceptions of government legislation.

This sense of the ‘local” was also a theme of Damuel’s paper,
on local content policy, and the indigenization of development.
Damuel’s point is that in particular sectors of the economy there is
concern with ‘elite-led local content rather than with more
consultative local content as a new model to respond to
globalization, especially emerging powers like Nigeria. Damuel’s
problem was the petroleum industry and the paradox of how
increasing importance of this sector was actually leading to greater
unemployment and poverty in highest income ‘enclaves.” All three
papers considered the relationship between globalization and
localization.

2014. 7. 1.

| T T —&— (T

2 10:23




THE GAZETTE

22

Amadou’s paper also defined ‘local content’ per se, as a policy
of self sufficiency and by distinguishing between national
sovereignty and self-sufficiency. Amadou’s paper touches on one of
the many ironies of many rice producing countries such as Senegal
needing to import rice and fearing food crises and shortages. This is
not the kind of genuine or ‘authentic’ free market globalization that
these four papers envisage. Amadou’s point was that national
sovereignty is good for elites and for trade partners such as China,
but this does not necessarily lead to food security, despite what the
abstract figures of comparative advantage suggest. Responses
ranged from Senegal needing greater diversity but the issue that
rice, also had cultural symbolism for an independent Senegal. Prof
Watson as discussant noted issues of China’s potential rise in
demand for rice following the shift in its ‘one child policy” and
whether regional solidarity would be a way of maintaining a form of
resistance to Chinese influence. Indeed all these four papers reject
the false debate between globalization and the state, and more
concretely, they are looking at constructing different types of
globalization(s). There was also some skepticism from all these four
papers as to the role of new donors who place much emphasis on
preserving sovereignty and territorial integrity but in fact do not
attend to these questions of local content and maintaining genuine
self sufficiency and growth. Joshua focused more on a reflective
paper and on the role of technology back to basics such as
communication and organization, as well as issues of network
power, both decentralized and concentrated. Focus was on promoting
‘endogeneity’ and correlations were made, although there were
concerns with technological determinism and issues of technology
ownership in a legal and cultural context.

Ahmed’s paper then focused on a region very much
accustomed to ongoing territorial and sovereignty disputes, as well
as emerging demographic issues which are impacting on the
geopolitics of the region as whole. But amongst all the diplomatic
difficulties, Ahmed identified how small Palestinian businesses in
the West Bank are now beginning to flourish in the non-sovereign
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territory of Palestine. Aware of the obvious methodological issues of
security and time, his research also provided a fascinating insight
into the development of grassroots growth engines by making a
contribution to the literature and challenging some of the
assumptions and stereotypes about Palestine. The argument is that
SMEs are particularly suited to e-commerce during the Israeli
occupation, and it is perceptions of risk and or instability that are
significant variables. There have been new changes with regard to
unified Fatah/Hamas but Ahmed suggested on the ground there is
not much impact as yet. Issues raised by Prof Watson as discussant
included whether e-commerce is a response to occupation and once
occupation over more traditional forms of business would ensue, as
well as the issue of taxation system and subsidization by foreign aid
issues. Indeed all six papers were clearly suggesting from their
research that top down targets and ambitious goals were not always
going to positively affect people at the local level, and that such
target setting also seemed to be only the domain of well intentioned
but misguided voices. All five papers clearly highlighted the link
between constructing the new growth engines at the grassroots
through the use of new technologies and their integral connection to
generating development for people rather than on satisfying GDP
expectations. A summary of each presenter’s paper follows.

Thanks to all involved, including Professor's Choi and Kang,
and to GSIS staff. Many thanks to the panel participants as
presenters and discussants. Our sincere gratitude goes to our
distinguished guest Professor Lee for taking the time to come and to
provide insight and an inspiration to our students.

Prof. Watson May 2014

Professor lain Watson
NGO/IDC
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